
 

SOUTHWEST NATIONAL PARKS 
INCLUDES COLORADO SPRINGS, SILVERTON RAILROAD,  

GRAND CANYON, ZION & BRYCE CANYONS 

 

16 Days/15 Nights   

September 7 – 22, 2019 
Tour includes 30 Meals! 

 

 

 

 

Day 1: Join Ionosphere Tours as we begin our exciting tour to Utah, Arizona, Colorado and beyond!  To-

day we begin our incredible journey westward as we board our motorcoach and travel across Tennessee and into Ken-

tucky. We enjoy an included dinner tonight . We spend our first night in Paducah, Kentucky. (D) 
 

Day 2: Today we find ourselves crossing the Mississippi River and soon we'll be standing beneath the awesome 

Gateway Arch in St. Louis, MO. It was from this area that many of the early pioneers embarked on their jour-

ney into the unknown west. We’ll visit the Museum of Westward Expansion, then climb aboard the specially 

designed tram that takes us to the top of the arch for an incredible view of the Mississippi River and lands beyond. By 

mid -afternoon, we continue our journey to Independence for the night.  Dinner will be included in the area 

tonight.  (B,D) 
 

Day 3: This morning we will visit the Harry Truman Library and Museum.  We’ll see a reproduction of 

Truman's White House office, the United Nation's Charter Table, and many of the late President's papers and memorials. 

Harry & Bess are buried in the courtyard. Next we travel across the fertile lands of Kansas, passing mile after mile of 

fertile wheat fields. This afternoon we visit the Eisenhower Center in Abilene, KS.  We’ll tour the family 

home built on land plowed and planted more than fifty years ago by the six Eisenhower boys. The museum houses me-

mentos, souvenirs and gifts received during Eisenhower's career. The Library contains his Presidential papers, and the 

President is buried in the Meditation Chapel. We continue to Hays, KS for our night's rest, following an included 

dinner.  (B,D) 
 

Day 4:  It's a scenic drive today as we continue across the great plains of Kansas.  This 

afternoon we arrive in Colorado Springs, where we visit the United States 

Air Force Academy at the foot of Rampart Range. Here, on the slopes of the Rocky 

Mountains, cadets undergo four years of rigorous training and study. This evening we will 

have an included dinner and we will drive through the Garden of the Gods, a 

1300-acre park with massive red sandstone formations.  Among them are the Kissing 

Camel and Balanced Rock.  The sun accentuates the color of the stone.  Overnight will be 

in Colorado Springs.  (B,D) 
  

Day 5: Colorado is a state of scenic superlatives and this morning we will see some of its 

spectacularly rugged splendor as we take the short drive to the Royal Gorge of the Arkan-

sas River near Canon City.  Our ticket will include a ride to the bottom of the gorge.  

Lunch will be here also.  Following lunch we will continue west across the Continental Divide 

and the spectacular Colorado Rockies, where we will visit the Black Canyon of the 

Gunnison National Monument, famed for its narrowness, its 1,730 to 2,725 foot 

depth, great expanses of sheer rock granite walls and rugged gorge formations. We spend the 

night in Montrose, CO, where we include dinner tonight  (B,L)   
 

Continued on next page 



 

Day 6:  A thrill-packed day awaits us today as we make our way to the frontier town of Silverton, 

CO.  We’ll have an included lunch at The Bent Elbow Restaurant and time to explore this 

fascinating town.  By mid-afternoon we will board the Silverton to Durango Narrow 

Gauge Train for an exciting journey down the scenic “River of Lost Souls” Gorge.  We’ll experi-

ence the adventure of traveling by a coal-fired, steam-powered locomotive on the same tracks miners, 

cowboys and settlers of the old west took over a century ago. The ride from Silverton to Durango winds 

through spectacular & breathtaking canyons in the remote wilderness of the two-million acre San Juan 

National Forest, for an unforgettable adventure.  We’ll spend the night in the Durango area. (B,L)   
 

Day 7 : Following breakfast this morning we depart for Mesa Verde National 

Park in southwest Colorado.  The largest and earliest of the Cliff dwellings are located 

here.  We’ll spend the morning touring the ruins of this 52,000-acre park.  We’ll make a 

stop at the Far View Visitor Center, visit the Spruce Tree House, and drive the Mesa 

Top Loop Road.  Lunch will be included at the Far View Terrace Café 

in the park.  By early afternoon we depart and we’ll make a special stop at Four Cor-

ners, the only place in the United States where four states-Colorado, Arizona, Utah 

and New Mexico-have a common meeting point. We travel through Monument Valley 

en route to Page, Arizona, home of the Glen Canyon Dam on the Colorado River, where we will spend the next 

two nights. (B,L) 
 

Day 8:  The Glen Canyon Dam forms spectacular Lake Powell, a 196-mile long dazzling blue oasis in the middle of the 

desert.  Later this morning we board a sightseeing boat for a Cruise on the waters of beautiful Lake 

Powell viewing its majesty. We will spend the night again in Page and have an included dinner. (B,D) 
 

Day 9:  Today will be a long-remembered highlight of our tour, for this morning we travel to the North Rim of 

the Grand Canyon. Whatever you might have expected, you just won't be prepared for what you'll see as endless 

oceans of color spread to the far horizons in ever-changing waves of gold, crimson, blue and lavender sandstone. After 

lunch we depart northbound across the Kaibab Plateau and into Utah, to the Zion Canyon area, for our overnight. 

Dinner is included this evening. (B,D) 
 

Day 10:  Following breakfast we follow the scenic Mt. Carmel Highway through the One 

Mile Tunnel to Zion National Park.  We’ll enjoy a narrated tram tour of this 

beautiful area that was once a refuge for Mormon pioneers.  Desert terrain and huge, sculpt-

ed rock formations co-exist with waterfalls and hanging gardens.  Gigantic stone masses 

seem to guard the canyon floor and spectacular gorges. The Mormons called this spectacular 

outdoor wonderland the "Heavenly City of God," because its massive formations of ex-

tremely vertical rock looked like huge cathedrals and thrones.  Following lunch on our own, 

we drive the short distance to Bryce Canyon National Park, located in the Dixie 

National Forest.  Though much smaller than Zion, Bryce has its own brand of unique beauty, featuring weird-looking 

formations known as hoodoos. These formations undergo a constant change of color from the reflection of sunlight hit-

ting at different angles. From the rim drive, the oddly shaped rocks and cliffs resemble castles, animals, people, and 

houses. We’ll spend the night near the entrance to the park.  Dinner will be included tonight. (B,D) 
 

Day 11:  Following breakfast this morning we continue north and then east through Utah.  This 

afternoon we visit Arches National Park. This timeless, natural landscape of giant stone 

arches, pinnacles, spires, fins and windows was once the bed of an ancient sea. The power of ero-

sion has laid bare the skeletal structure of the earth in Arches. We spend the night in Grand 

Junction, CO where we will enjoy an included dinner tonight.  (B,D) 
 

Day 12:  No matter which way you look, while standing in the middle of Grand Junction you'll see incredibly beautiful 

mountain vistas. We continue east this morning passing through Glenwood Springs where Doc Holliday, the dentist of 

O. K. Corral fame, is buried. Later we will make a brief stop in Vail, the glamorous international ski resort. Moving on 

to the “mile high city” of Denver, we stop at the capitol for pictures and drive by the Mile High Stadium. We’ll over-

night in the Denver area, and we have an included dinner. (B,D) Continued on next page 



 

Day 13:  Following breakfast we’ll travel through what was once called the “Great American Desert,” but today has 

become a farming and manufacturing mainstay of America---Nebraska. We travel I-80 

along the Platte River. We visit Nebraska's most exciting new monument, the Great 

Platte River Road Archway Monument, near Kearney.   The $60 million mon-

ument spans Interstate 80, and marks the spot where the Oregon Trail, California Trail and 

Mormon Trail intersected.  Overnight will be near Grand Island, NE and dinner 

will be included tonight.  (B,D) 

 
Day 14:  Our travels today take us through Lincoln, Nebraska's capital city, then through Kansas City, Mis-

souri, where we visit the Arabia Steamboat Museum. Built in 1853, the Steamboat Arabia sank in the 

murky waters of the Mighty Mississippi in 1856. In 1989, the steamship and her cargo were rediscovered and resurrected 

in a massive excavation project and today we can explore the past through this perfectly preserved time capsule. Our 

final destination today is the “Queen of the Ozarks,” Springfield, MO where we overnight , following an includ-

ed dinner.  (B,D) 

 

Day 15:  Following breakfast this morning we tour Fantastic Caverns, in Spring-

field.  We will board a jeep-drawn tram and ride through a myriad of majesty and history.  

Late afternoon finds us in Sikeston at the famous Lambert's Throwed Roll 

Restaurant.  Included is all the rolls you can catch, along with heaping helpings of 

corn, okra, beans, ham, roast beef . . . you name it! Continuing east, we cross the Missis-

sippi and Ohio Rivers as we make our way to Paducah, KY, for our final overnight 

stay. (B,D) 

 

Day 16:  We’ll spend our last day of this tour traveling through the beautiful mountains of Tennessee as we turn our 

thoughts toward home.  It’s been an unforgettable tour.  We’ll never forget our experiences and our fellowship with our 

friends. (B) 

 
 

 

 $3265 PP Double / $2930 PP Triple 
      $2595 PP Quad / $4495 Single 

 
 
 

 
Deposit/Payment Requirements: 

$400.00 Deposit Per Person due with reservation 
 

Plus cost of travel protection, if desired 
(travel protection offers insurance benefits & non-insurance services) 
cost per person is: $194 Double - $172 Triple - $172 Quad - $276 Single 

 

 

Final Payment Due by July 22, 2019 

 

IONOSPHERE TOURS - 307 N. MAIN ST. - ANDERSON, SC 29621 

800-972-1741 OR 864-225-7783  

www.ionospheretours.com 


